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LEGISLATIVE NOTES AND REVIEWS 

EDITED BY CHAELES KETTLEBOROUGH 

Director, Indiana Legislative Reference Bureau 

Statutory Revision and Legislative Aids. During the past year, 
seven states provided for the revision of their general laws, two partial 
revisions were authorized and the completed revisions of four states 
adopted; considerable activity was also displayed in the codification 
of single acts and the publication of those laws most frequently in 
demand. Of the legislative aids provided, the most noteworthy are 
the creation of commissions on uniform state laws, the establishment 
of drafting bureaus, the regulation of lobbying and the installing of a 
mechanical system for the registration of the votes -of members of the 
legislature. 

Compilation and Revision of General Statutes. Seven states (Colo- 
rado, Iowa, Missouri, Wyoming, Arkansas, Montana and Oregon) 
provided for the revision, consolidation, codification and annotation of 
all of the laws of the state of a general nature. Colorado created a 
commission to undertake this work, consisting of two competent 
attorneys, appointed by the governor in consultation with the judges 
of the supreme court. One justice of the supreme court and two dis- 
trict judges, to be appointed by the governor, are to act in an advisory 
capacity. The work of the commission is to be submitted to the 
legislature of 1921 and together with the session laws of 1921 will con- 
stitute the official code. 1 The Iowa code commission consists of three 
persons, one of whom is the supreme court reporter and two of whom are 
to be named by the governor from a list of 5 selected by the chief justice 
of the supreme court. All annotations are to be prepared by the 
supreme court reporter. 2 Missouri created a joint legislative com- 
mittee, consisting of seven senators, seven representatives, the presi- 
dent pro tern of the senate and the speaker of the house, to collate, 
compile, codify and revise the general statutes for publication in not 
to exceed 3 volumes. The revision was designed to become effective 
on November 1, 1919, and 20,000 sets were ordered printed. 3 

1 Colorado Session Laws, 1919, p. 160. 

s Iowa Session Laws, 1919, p. 64. 

* Missouri Session Laws, 1919, p. 485. 
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In Wyoming, the governor is authorized to appoint 2 commissioners 
to prepare for publication in one volume all laws of a permanent nature 
in effect on March 10, 1919, to be known as the compiled statutes. 
The compilation is to take effect before the legislature of 1921 upon the 
issuance of a proclamation by the secretary of state announcing its 
completion and adoption. 4 The governor and supreme court of 
Arkansas are authorized to appoint a suitable person to revise the 
laws of a general character in force at the close of the session of 1919. 
When the revision is complete it is to be submitted to an examiner and 
if found correct is to be published in one volume of which 12,000 copies 
are to be printed. 5 In Montana, the supreme court is directed to 
appoint a suitable person to revise the code of 1907 and the acts since 
passed. The revision is to be completed by January 1, 1921, and is 
to be published in 5 volumes. 6 The supreme court of Oregon is author- 
ized to appoint a code commissioner to compile and annotate the 
general statutes of which 1,000 sets are to be published in two or three 
volumes. 7 South Dakota appropriated $4,000 to complete the revised 
code of 1919 and provided for the printing and distribution of 1,250 
copies. 8 

Partial Revisions. The legislature of Nevada authorized the 
supreme court to contract for the compilation and annotation of all 
statutes embodied in the acts of 1913, 1915, 1917 and 1919. 9 In 
Nebraska, the attorney-general was authorized to appoint a compiler 
to codify and publish in a supplemental volume all laws enacted since 
1913. 10 

Adoption of Revised Statutes. Connecticut adopted and confirmed 
the general statutes of the state as revised, arranged and published in 
1918 and authorized the comptroller to appoint a selling agent in every 
city and town of the state having a population of over 50,000, the 
retail price being fixed at $7.50." Idaho enacted the compiled laws 
as completed prior to the last session, and authorized the clerk of the, 
supreme court to prepare a general index to be included in each volume 
and to incorporate with the compiled laws all general statutes, includ- 

4 Wyoming Session Laws, 1919, p. 47. 
6 Arkansas Session Laws, 1919, p. 221. 
6 Montana Session Laws, 1919, p. 408. 
' Oregon Session Laws, 1919, p. 439. 

8 South Dakota Session Laws, 1919, pp. 48 and 352. 

9 Nevada Session Laws, 1919, p. 400. 

10 Nebraska Session Laws, 1919, p. 870. 

11 Connecticut Session Laws, 1919, ch. 38 and 137. 
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ing those of the 1919 session; the secretary of state is authorized to 
publish 3,000 sets of three volumes each and sell them at $4.00 per 
volume. 12 Alabama created a joint legislative committee to inquire 
into and examine the compilation of general statutes as submitted by- 
Samuel Will John. Florida by an act of June 9, 1919, formally 
adopted the Revised General Statutes previously prepared by authority 
of Acts 1915, ch. 6930 and Acts 1917, ch. 7347. 18 

Separate Law Codifications. The following laws were codified by 
the various legislatures during the last session: Illinois codified the 
general corporations acts of the state; Delaware, West Virginia and 
Georgia the school laws; Maine, Illinois and Ohio the fish and game 
laws; New Jersey the laws concerning counties and relating to charities 
and corrections; Indiana and New Jersey the general tax laws; Georgia 
and Ohio the bank laws; and Pennsylvania the bank department and 
library laws. 14 

Separate Law Codifications Authorized. Oklahoma created a chil- 
dren's code commission of 3 persons to codify and revise the laws relat- 
ing to children; the attorney-general of Michigan is authorized to 
codify and consolidate the laws relating to corporations. Nevada 
created a commission consisting of the governor, state controller, 
treasurer and auditor to revise and codify the revenue laws of the 
state and report to the next session of the legislature. 15 South Caro- 
lina provided for the appointment of a committee to revise the laws 
relating to the state insane hospitals; 16 Maine created a legislative 
committee to revise, collate, arrange and consolidate the inheritance 
tax laws of the state. 17 Minnesota provided for the appointment of 
a commission of two senators, two representatives, the dairy and food 
commissioner, a member of the attorney-general's staff and one ap- 

12 Idaho Session Laws, 1919, pp. 4 and 197. 

13 Alabama Session Laws, 1919, pp. 32 and 169; Florida Session Laws, 1919, 
p. 109. 

14 Illinois Session Laws, 1919, p. 312; Delaware Session Laws, 1919, p. 352; 
West Virginia Session Laws, 1919, p. 39; Georgia Session Laws, 1919, p. 288; 
Maine Session Laws, 1919, p. 427; Illinois Session Laws, 1919, p. 25; Ohio Session 
Laws, 1919, p. 577; New Jersey Session Laws, 1918, p. 567; New Jersey Session 
Laws, 1919, p. 343; Indiana Session Laws, 1919, p. 198; New Jersey Session Laws, 
1919, pp. 847 and 883; Georgia Session Laws, 1919, p. 135; Ohio Session Laws, 
1919, p. 80; Pennsylvania Session Laws, 1919, pp. 209 and 242. 

16 Oklahoma Session Laws, 1919, p. 92; Michigan Session Laws, 1919, p. 44; 
Nevada Session Laws, 1919, p. 287. 

16 South Carolina Session Laws, 1919, p. 661. 

17 Maine Session Laws, 1919, p. 644. 
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pointive member to revise, codify and annotate the dairy and food 
products laws and to report on or before December 1, 1920, and a 
second commission consisting of the attorney-general, the public exam- 
iner, the state printer and one appointive member to codify and revise 
the laws relating to legal notices and report to the legislature of 1921. 18 
Pennsylvania continued the commission created in 1917, consisting of 
two bankers and two lawyers to codify and revise the laws relating 
to banks and trust companies; 19 and Oregon created a child welfare 
revision committee of three members to codify, classify and index 
all laws pertaining to children. 20 

Legal Publications Authorized. The legislative counsel of California 
is authorized to prepare for publication 2,000 copies of an index of 
the constitution and laws of the state. Pennsylvania authorized the 
publication of 100,000 copies of the fish, game and forestry laws. 
Michigan provided for the publication of an index of all local and 
special acts of the state. Connecticut authorized the publication of a 
pamphlet containing the federal naturalization laws and the state 
election laws; and the state librarian of Maine is authorized to pre- 
pare an index of the special and local laws from 1820 to date. 21 

Commissions on Uniform Legislation. South Dakota and Idaho 
created commissions on uniform state laws which are authorized to 
attend the meetings of the National Conference of Commissioners 
on Uniform State Laws and report to the legislature the results of 
their work. 22 

Drafting Bureaus. Oregon created a legislative service and reference 
bureau consisting of 5 members of the faculty of the state university, 
including the heads of the departments of law, economics, history and 
commerce. Members of the faculty and students may be employed 
in doing research work. The duties of the bureau are to investigate 
public questions and draft bills. Wyoming provided that the senate 
and house jointly are authorized to employ two attorneys for the term 
of the legislature to be known as the consultation committee and whose 
duty it is to prepare bills, resolutions and amendments. 33 

18 Minnesota Session Laws, 1919, pp. 473, 768. 

19 Pennsylvania Session Laws, 1919, p. 1057. 

20 Oregon Session Laws, 1919, p. 538. 

21 California Session Laws, 1919, p. 926; Pennsylvania Session Laws, 1919, 
p. 902; Michigan Session Laws, 1919, p. 500; Connecticut Session Laws, 1919, 
ch. 6; Maine Session Laws, 1919, p. 577. 

22 South Dakota Session Laws, 1919, p. 431; Idaho Session Laws, 1919, p. 530. 

23 Oregon Session Laws, 1919, p. 232; Wyoming Session Laws, 1919, p. 3. 
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Lobbying. Maine enacted a law of the usual type providing for 
the registration of legislative counsel or agents who accept employ- 
ment to promote or oppose the passage of legislation. 24 

Mechanical Vote Registration. Iowa authorized the executive coun- 
cil to procure and install an electrical and mechanical system for 
the instantaneous registration of the votes of the members of the 
general assembly on all questions requiring a roll call. The vendor 
is required to keep the machine in repair, due to any mechanical defects, 
free of charge for a period of five years, and no money is to be paid on 
the contract price until the executive council and 3 members of the 
house have approved it. The sum of $18,000 was appropriated to 
defray the cost of purchase and installation. 26 

Miscellaneous. Iowa provided for the printing of 6000 copies of 
the laws of each session which will be sold at fifty cents to residents 
and $1.00 to nonresidents. 26 Connecticut provided that all public 
acts, unless otherwise specified, will hereafter take effect on July 1 
following the session. 27 By a concurrent resolution, Idaho provided 
that in all bills amending existing laws the amendatory matter, in 
both the engrossed and enrolled copies, shall be underlined and that 
asterisks shall be inserted to indicate the parts stricken out and that 
the session laws shall be similarly identified. 28 

C. K. 

Statistical Agencies. The collection and dissemination of statistical 
information of various kinds by state boards or commissions was the 
subject of legislation in seventeen states in 1919. In twelve of these 1 
the chief interest lay in provision for the gathering and compiling of 
agricultural statistics; in eight states co5peration with the United 

24 Maine Session Laws, 1919, p. 91. 

25 Iowa Session Laws, 1919, p. 424. 

26 Iowa Session Laws, 1919, p. 35. 

27 Connecticut Session Laws, 1919, ch. 225. 

28 Idaho Session Laws, 1919, p. 594. 

1 Arkansas Session Laws, 1919, Act 209, p. 166; Colorado Session Laws, 1919, 
p. 632; Idaho Session Laws, 1919, ch. 37, p. 136; Illinois Session Laws, 1919, p. 14; 
Maine Session Laws, 1919, ch. 99, p. 91; ch. 151, p. 150; Michigan Session Laws, 
1919, no. 47, p. 76; Missouri Session Laws, 1919, p. 110; Oklahoma Session Laws, 
1919, ch. 82, p. 131; Oregon Session Laws, 1919, ch. 124, p. 180; South Dakota 
Session Laws, 1918, Special Session, ch. 28, p. 31; 1919, ch. 102, p. 83; Tennessee 
Session Laws, 1919, ch. 174, p. 642; West Virginia Session Laws, 1919, Special 
Session, ch. 11, p. 29. 



